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Introduction to Engage the Bay State:  

The vision behind this study is to equip Christians to effectively 
and winsomely engage our culture on many of today’s “hot 
button” issues that are challenging our shared family values. In an 
effort to make the classes as practical as possible, this study guide 
and accompanying videos explore recent and local events.  In fact, 
much of the content is “ripped from the headlines” and serves as a 
case study on the state of our law and culture. 
 
Each chapter follows the same basic framework. First, the issue 
will be identified and dissected, typically starting with a relevant 
news item. Next, the Biblical foundations which surround the issue 
are explored. Lastly, as an application, each chapter ends with the 
current status of the issue in MA and provides practical suggestions 
for shaping our response as faithful Christian ambassadors.
 
Questions are also provided to aid discussion along the way. 
Our prayer is that this study will serve the Church, and produce 
healthy, Biblical, and challenging conversations.  May you all be 
inspired to speak, advocate, and serve, so that our culture might be 
transformed.



What is Massachusetts Family Institute (MFI)?

Recognizing that healthy families are 
indispensable to the preservation of a strong 
and free society, Massachusetts Family
Institute (MFI) is dedicated to strengthening 
the family and affirming the Judeo-Christian 
values upon which it is based. Established 
in 1991, MFI is a non-partisan public policy 
organization dedicated to strengthening 
families in Massachusetts. This puts MFI on the frontlines of the 
battles to preserve marriage, protect the sanctity of life, promote 
parental rights, and defend religious liberty, as well as a number of 
other key social issues affecting the family. We exist to be a voice 
for the family and our shared values in the Commonwealth. We 
accomplish our mission by:
 
• Researching, preparing, and disseminating materials concerning the status of 

the family in Massachusetts.
• Educating lawmakers and media about family issues as a voice for Judeo-

Christian values in the public square.
• Providing resources for families and churches.
• Partnering with local churches to raise the standard for marriage and 

families.
 
MFI is also part of a broad national coalition and is the Family 
Policy Council in MA for Focus on the Family, the Family Research 
Council and the Alliance Defending Freedom.
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Andrew Beckwith, President
massachusetts family institute 

A native of West Newbury, 
Massachusetts, Andrew graduated 
summa cum laude from Gordon College 
and cum laude from the University of 
Minnesota Law School. From 2004 to 
2007, he served as a judge advocate in 
the U.S. Marine Corps in Japan, and 
he continues to serve our country in 
the Marine Reserves with the rank of 
Lieutenant Colonel. From 2007 to 2012, 
he was an assistant chief counsel in the Boston Office of the U.S. 
Department of Homeland Security.
 
Andrew is a man of strong faith and devoted to his wife, Karen, 
and their four children. He joined the board of MFI in 2010 and 
took on the role of president in 2014. Andrew uses his training as a 
litigator and his experience advocating for family values to educate 
and equip people of faith to make a difference in our culture. From 
the State House to local schools and houses of worship, Andrew is 
dedicated to leading MFI’s mission of strengthening the family and 
affirming the Judeo-Christian values upon which it is based.
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Chapter VI: 

Gender Identity and Transgenderism
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Who:  

Andrea Lynn Schultz, 
teenage daughter of 
Robin Noel of RI and 
Christopher Schultz of 
MA.  

What: 

Andrea, believing herself 
to be a boy trapped in a 
girl’s body, transitioned at 
the age of 16 to living as a 
male. 

When: 

Winter of 2013-2014

Where: 

Andrea’s “top surgery” (a double elective mastectomy) took place 
at the Baystate Medical Center in Springfield, MA. Her story, 
complete with before and after pictures, was promoted in a four 
part news piece in the Providence Journal.142  

Ripped from the Headlines

“Actually Andy – a Teenager’s Gender Journey”

–

Andrea before “transitioning,” Providence Journal
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Why:

Her mother said Andrea was born with the “heart, mind and soul 
of a man in a woman’s body.” Andrea would tell her mother that 
“God made a mistake.” Andrea 
claims her body and brain don’t 
match. Her body says “girl.” Her 
brain says “boy.” Or, as she puts 
it, “I’m a trans dude.”

Doctors are collaborating with 
a mental disorder rather than 
treating it.

Tragically, many in the medical 
profession are promoting a 
radical and unscientific ideology 
of sex and gender. Andrea was 
initially seen by Dr. Michelle 
Forcier, head of the Hasbro Children’s Hospital’s “Gender and 
Sexual Health Services” in Providence, RI. According to its website: 

Hasbro Children’s Hospital provides care for a growing population 
of children, teens and young adults who are gender nonconforming 
or trans-identified. 

They specifically lay out the ideology driving their program in a 
section titled “Our Philosophy”:  

Gender (our maleness or femaleness) and sexuality (who we are 
attracted to and want to love) are two different core aspects of 
growing up and maturing into a healthy adult. Gender and sexuality 
are not set in stone: people identify with and express gender in a 
wide variety of ways, and gender and sexuality may be fluid and 
change over a person’s lifetime. 

Andrea as a young girl, Providence Journal
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We believe that exploring gender and sexuality is a normal and 
potentially lifelong process. Our goal is to support you and your 
vision of yourself in a safe and healthy manner.143

 
Dr. Forcier claims, 

Your brain is your biggest sexual organ. The brain and body might 
not be on the same page. Everybody’s born gendered, and everybody’s 
born sexual; everybody’s gender and biology and sexuality may be 
sort of on this bell curve where there’s a range…. Of 54 ‘gender 
nonconforming’ teenagers who were given puberty blockers…
they all continued with cross-gender 
hormones.144

How:

After months of testosterone 
injections, Andrea had “surgical 
chest reconstruction,” a double 
elective mastectomy, referred to as 
“top surgery.” She will likely have to 
continue her weekly testosterone shots 
for the rest of her life.  She also had 
her name legally changed to “Andrew 
Gano Noel.”

“Andy, now 17, (Nov. 30, 2013) is one month shy of a 
legal name change, and several months shy of chest 

reconstruction, a female-to-male ‘top’ surgery that will 
present a more masculine appearance.  Despite the fact 

that this is an unusual step at Andy’s age, his family and 
doctors fully support this life-changing decision.”145

Andrea injecting male hormons, Providence Journal
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In 2015, there was much media attention paid to former U.S. 
Olympian Bruce Jenner’s “transition” to a woman named 
“Caitlyn.” Despite fathering four 
children and winning a gold 
medal in the Men’s Decathalon, 
Jenner insists that he is actually a 
woman and underwent surgery 
to make his body appear more 
feminine. As delusional and self-
destructive as this behavior is 
for a sixty-five-year-old, of even 
greater concern is the growing 
trend of teenagers and even 
young children “transitioning” 
to the opposite sex through 
hormone injections and 
surgery.    

Did You Know?

Transgender activists insist on using the term “sex 
reassignment surgery” instead of “sex change operation” 
because they believe that you are “assigned a sex at birth.” 
The surgery is viewed as correcting a mistaken assumption 
made at birth. However, this Orwellian terminology does 
not change the biological fact that sex is actually “assigned” 

by the father’s X or Y chromosome at conception.  

Vanity Fair, June 2015 cover
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Biblical 
Foundations

• Genesis 1:27 
 
“God created man in His 
own image, in the image of 
God He created him; male 
and female He created 
them.” 

• Deuteronomy 22:5 

“A woman shall not wear a man’s garment, nor shall a man 
put on a woman’s cloak, for whoever does these things is an 
abomination to the Lord your God.” 

• 1 Corinthians 11:6-7 

“For if a wife will not cover her head, then she should cut 
her hair short. But since it is disgraceful for a wife to cut off 
her hair or shave her head, let her cover her head. For a man 
ought not to cover his head, since he is the image and glory of 
God, but woman is the glory of man.”  

Transgenderism intentionally blurs the God ordained 
distinction between male and female. This is again an 
example of hubris - challenging God’s design to match 
human desires.

“male and female He 
created them.”
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“Transgender” is the “T” in LGBT. Paul McHugh, former 
Psychiatrist in Chief at Johns Hopkins Hospital, spent many years 
studying and treating transgenderism or gender identity disorder.  
In the 1960s, Johns Hopkins was the first American medical center 
to engage in “sex reassignment surgery.”146  

A decade later, after concluding a study that found these operations 
“brought no important benefits” to the patients, the hospital ceased 
performing them. Nevertheless, the philosophy undergirding 
transgenderism, that “one’s biological sex is a choice… that 
whether you are a man or a woman, a boy or a girl, is more of a 
disposition or feeling about yourself than a fact of nature” began to 
gain wide acceptance in the 1980s.  

When a man, for example, claims that he “identifies as female,” this 
is the idea that he is, at some fundamental level, a woman trapped 
in a man’s body. When this is accepted as true, it becomes easy to 
justify “treating” the body with hormones and surgical amputation 
of healthy organs. However, as Dr. McHugh points out, 

Gender dysphoria… belongs in the family of similarly disordered 
assumptions about the body, such as anorexia nervosa and body 
dysmorphic disorder.  Its treatment should not be directed at the 
body as with surgery and hormones any more than one treats 
obesity-fearing anorexic patients with liposuction.147 

How did we 
Get Here?
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One man, Walt Heyer, spent seven years living as “Laura” after he 
was “diagnosed with gender identity disorder and underwent sex 
change surgery.” He eventually had his surgery reversed, which 
isn’t always possible, and now speaks publicly about his experience 
in frequent media interviews and from his website 
sexchangeregret.com.

Tragically, these types of hormonal injections and surgeries are not 
limited to adults. As demonstrated by the case of Andrea Schultz 
and Baystate Health, doctors and mental health professionals 
are encouraging children to engage in these “treatments.” Often 
times, they will even suggest “puberty blockers” while children 
decide how committed they are to their gender identity.148 This 
is typically a “group of medications that are prescribed by an 
endocrinologist to suppress or inhibit puberty. The medications 
work by suppressing the production of sex hormones (testosterone 
and estrogen).”149

www.youtube.com/watch?v=hJG6BrQLbCw
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These ideas about sex and gender are being aggressively promoted 
to children in the public schools and present a comprehensive 
ideology that biological sex is part of a broad and fluid “spectrum” 
of human sexuality. Perhaps the most explicit example of this is the 
now ubiquitous “Genderbread Person” infographic:

“Gender is one of those things everyone thinks they 
understand, but most people don’t. Like Inception. Gender 
isn’t binary. It’s not either/or. In many cases it’s both/and. 
A bit of this, a dash of that. This tasty little guide is meant 
to be an appetizer for gender understanding. It’s okay if 
you’re hungry for more. In fact, that’s the idea.”

“Genderbread Person,” It’s Pronounced Metro Sexual
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This type of “choose your 
own adventure” sexual 
menu is increasingly being 
embraced by large swaths of 
our society. Even Facebook is 
now promoting this ideology 
by offering 58 different 
“gender options” for its 
users.150 Among these are such 
incomprehensible terms as 
“Cisgender,” “Genderqueer,” “Neutrosis,” and “Two-Spirit.” 
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Major media outlets like the Boston Globe have also been 
consistently portraying transgenderism as the next civil rights 
movement and positively featuring the trials and “courage” of 
children who “transition” from one sex to another. Therefore it 
was very telling to note that, a recent lengthy article in the Globe 
entitled “What Makes People Gay” admitted the following when 
describing the experience of one young man who used to identify 
as female:  

“Patrick is by all appearances happy and well 
adjusted, a high achiever and nice kid. Most 
‘persisters’ would have never been able to 
successfully suppress their [gender identity] 
dysphoria for years, so the fact that his seems to 
have gone away suggests he truly did outgrow it, 
like the majority of kids with childhood 
gender nonconformity do.”151
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Gender language
reassignment

In May of 2013, the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental 
Disorders (known as the “DSM”) was updated to its fifth edition.  
This “DSM V” is the standard publication used by mental health 
professionals in diagnosing and treating their patients. One of the 
most highly publicized changes in this latest update of the DSM 
was the change in terminology from “Gender Identity Disorder” to 
“Gender Dysphoria.”

A press release from the publisher stated that the “DSM-5 aims to 
avoid stigma and ensure clinical care for individuals who see and 
feel themselves to be a different gender than their assigned gender. 
It replaces the diagnostic name ‘gender identity disorder’ with 
‘gender dysphoria,’ as well as makes other important clarifications 
in the criteria. It is important to note that gender nonconformity 
is not in itself a mental disorder. The critical element of gender 
dysphoria is the presence of clinically significant distress associated 
with the condition.”
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Characteristics of 
the condition

There are at least two very troubling things to note in this 
statement. The first is the admitted reason for making this 
significant change in terminology from “disorder” to “dysphoria.”  
This was done specifically to normalize and “de-stigmatize” 
transgenderism but still keep the condition in the DSM so that it 
can remain a basis for insurance coverage for medical “treatments” 
such as hormone injections and elective surgery. The change was 
not made on the basis of any new scientific evidence, and yet 
transgenderism is suddenly no longer classified as a “disorder.”  

Secondly, there is the curious language of being “assigned” a 
gender. In fact, some laws define gender identity as distinct from 
one’s “assigned sex at birth,” as if the doctors, nurses, or parents 
arbitrarily determine a newborn’s sex. When people say, “It’s a 
boy!” or “It’s a girl!” there is a clear biological, anatomical reason 
for that. The idea of being “assigned” a sex at birth is simply a 
denial of reality.

If children “outgrow” feelings of gender confusion, why the push 
to chemically and surgically intervene in the natural process of 
puberty in order to “confirm” a gender identity that may be simply 
a phase of that child’s development?  Prominent researchers in this 
field are asking that very question. 
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Federal agencies accelerate the agenda

The Obama administration also aggressively promoted 
transgenderism as a civil rights issue. In December of 2014, the 
Department of Justice (DOJ) announced 
a new policy extending the protection of 
Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 
to “claims of discrimination based on an 
individual’s gender identity, including 
transgender status.” Attorney General 
Eric Holder informed all Department of 
Justice component heads that  
“[T]his will help to foster fair and 
consistent treatment for all claimants. 
And it reaffirms the Justice Department’s commitment to protecting 
the civil rights of all Americans.”153

Yet despite the scientific uncertainty, drastic interventions are 
prescribed and delivered to patients identifying, or identified, 
as transgender. This is especially troubling when the patients 
receiving these interventions are children. We read popular reports 
about plans for medical and surgical interventions for many 
prepubescent children, some as young as six, and other therapeutic 
approaches undertaken for children as young as two. We suggest 
that no one can determine the gender identity of a two-year-old. 
We have reservations about how well scientists understand what 
it even means for a child to have a developed sense of his or her 
gender, but notwithstanding that issue, we are deeply alarmed that 
these therapies, treatments, and surgeries seem disproportionate to 
the severity of the distress being experienced by these young people, 
and are at any rate premature since the majority of children who 
identify as the gender opposite their biological sex will not continue 
to do so as adults. Moreover, there is a lack of reliable studies on the 
long-term effects of these interventions. We strongly urge caution 
in this regard.152
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On May 13, 2016, the U.S. Department 
of Education (DOE), in conjunction with 
the DOJ, created a new rule that requires 
public schools to let students use facilities 
according to their perceived gender identity 
no matter their biological sex. This forces 
school children to share intimate spaces, 
restroom, locker room, and shower facilities, 
with members of the opposite sex, violating 
their reasonable expectation of privacy and stripping them of the 
modesty and dignity to which everyone is entitled.  

The DOE did this by spontaneously, and without following proper 
legal procedures, redefining the word “sex” in federal Title IX law 
to include “gender identity.” Title IX of the Education Amendments 
of 1972 was passed to prevent discrimination based on a student’s 
“sex.” Now, it is being used to require schools to provide 
transgender students equal access to educational programs and 
activities even in circumstances in which other students, parents, or 
community members raise objections or concerns.154

In short, public schools around the country are being threatened 
with loss of federal funds if they refuse to comply with this new 
transgender bathroom and locker room mandate. Because Title 
IX applies to athletics as well, this means that schools will also be 
forced to allow biological males onto all-girl teams. In 2016, one 
of the ten high school track and field state finalists in Alaska was 
a boy who identified as a girl. That means that there was at least 
one real girl who was denied the chance to compete in the finals 
because a boy took her place. This would seem to accomplish 
precisely the opposite of what Title IX originally intended.155 
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UPDATE: On February 22, 2017, President Trump’s newly 
appointed Attorney General and Education Secretary repealed 
this Obama era policy mandating public schools to force students 
into the humiliating situation of sharing showers, restrooms and 
locker rooms with members of the opposite sex. It would appear 
that our schools in MA are now back in the same place they 
were in 2012, after enactment of the statewide “gender identity 
non-discrimination” law in education. Despite the aggressive 
“guidance” from the state Department of Elementary and 
Secondary Education, which was a model for Obama’s federal 
policy, local school committees should have the right to preserve 
the privacy and dignity of all students as they deem best.156

Even the military has been forced to implement transgender 
policies. In October of 2016, the Department of Defense issued 
a new directive which “establishes a construct by which Service 
members may transition gender while serving.” To put this 
in perspective, the military excludes individuals from serving 
for all manner of practical reasons, from physical or mental 
health conditions to even offensive tattoos. But they are now 
being forced to accommodate gender-confused persons and the 
American taxpayer must fund their hormone injections and sex-
change operations! The directive goes on to say ominously that 
“a commander will not accommodate biases against transgender 
individuals.”157 So, once again, if a female servicemember is 
uncomfortable showering with a biological male at 0700 after a 
unit run, her objections will likely be dismissed as “transphobic,” 
“biased,” or worse.

U.S. Department of Defense website
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The sexual revolution comes out of the 
bedroom and into the bathroom

In April of 2016, North Carolina passed a law that required people 
to use public restrooms, locker rooms, and changing facilitates 
consistent with their anatomy. This was done in response to the city 
of Charlotte passing a local ordinance that would have allowed, 
for example, men to use whatever facility they felt matched 
their “gender identity.” This situation raised the issue of gender 
identity and public accommodations to a national debate with 
major corporations like PayPal, Whole Foods, and General Electric 
threatening to boycott the entire state of NC if it didn’t instantly 
repeal its new “discriminatory” law. Fortunately, NC lawmakers 
stood firm and refused to jeopardize the privacy and safety of their 
constituents, despite the economic intimidation from big business.  
 

However, within days of the NC law being passed, the Federal 
Departments of Justice and Education decided to get involved 
and issued a directive stating that every public school provide 
transgender bathroom and locker room access or face the loss of 
federal education funding. The DOJ declared that gender identity 
discrimination claims were now covered by federal law as falling 
under the category of “sex” in existing nondiscrimination laws in 
Title IX of the Civil Rights Act of 1964.  
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U.S. Attorney General Loretta Lynch announced that “there is 
no room in our schools for discrimination of any kind, including 
discrimination against transgender students on the basis of their 
sex.”158

By the end of the month, 11 states had joined a law suit against the 
Obama administration to clarify the meaning of federal civil rights 
laws on the question of gender identity and to prevent schools from 
being punished for simply trying to keep their students safe.159

It is likely that this case and others like it will quickly make their 
way to the Supreme Court, which could once again flout the clear 
meaning of the law and the will of the people in order to impose 
a radical social change on the entire nation. Fortunately, there 
has been essentially only one case to date where a lower federal 
court found gender identity to be a protected class like sex or race 
in a school setting. Specifically, a Gloucester, VA school district 
was found guilty of unlawful discrimination for refusing to let a 
girl who identified as a boy use the boys’ bathroom. The school 
appealed the decision, and in October of 2016, its case was taken up 
by the U.S. Supreme Court. Legal experts expect a ruling sometime 
in 2017, and this may well set a major precedent on whether the 
federal government can force its radical conception of sex and 
gender on states and local government entities, like schools.160

It is worth noting that the school had sought a compromise of 
allowing the transgender student access to single-stall unisex 
restrooms, but that was rejected by the student.161 This has been 
a consistent tactic of transgender activists, including a nearly 
identical case in Orono, ME in 2014.162 A reasonable accommodation 
for someone who is confused about their gender, such as using a 
single occupant restroom or changing room, is dismissed as being 
“discriminatory.” Transgender “women” (males who identify as 
female) must be allowed to use the women’s room. Anything else 
is seen as the equivalent of African Americans being denied access 
to “whites only” bathrooms. This is, of course, a preposterous 
comparison, but it demonstrates the complete hijacking of the civil 
rights narrative by LGBTQ activists.163
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As was the case in Charlotte, North Carolina, many cities and states 
across the country are in the process of being pressured to pass 
Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity (SOGI) nondiscrimination 
ordinances. These often pose serious threats to religious liberty 
and privacy concerns, as will be discussed later. In Massachusetts, 
sexual orientation was added to the Commonwealth’s list of 
protected classes in 1989. Particularly since the judicial imposition 
of “same-sex marriage” in 2004, there has been a growing push 
by the Massachusetts Transgender Political Coalition, and other 
LGBTQ groups, to enact special rights for those who, according to 
the DSM, struggle with “gender dysphoria.”  

In 2011, there was a prolonged public debate over a bill that 
would have added “gender identity” to the Commonwealth’s 
nondiscrimination laws alongside sex, race, religion, and sexual 
orientation. However, the legislation was dubbed the “Bathroom  
Bill,” because it would have made it unlawful discrimination to 
prevent, for example, a man from using a women’s bathroom, 
locker room, or other sex-segregated facility, so long as that man 
“identified” as a woman.  

Where are we now in MA?
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The definition of “gender identity” in the bill was itself a source 
of confusion. It’s circular description stated that gender identity is 
“a gender-related identity, appearance or behavior, whether or not 
that gender-related identity, appearance or behavior is different 
from that traditionally associated with the person’s physiology or 
assigned sex at birth.”164 

In other words, the bill relegated a person’s sex to their state-of-
mind or a mental choice instead of basing it in biological reality. 
A gender identity can be claimed with NO objective evidence 
whatsoever - no need for medical or mental health diagnosis, 
reassignment surgery or hormonal treatments.

Those who advocated for this bill do not believe that men are 
necessarily men and women are necessarily women. Rather, they 
believe that biology is an inconvenient fact when it comes to 
matters of identifying one’s gender. 

For example, the President of the MA State Senate dismissed the 
privacy and safety concerns raised by sexual assault victims by 
saying, “The suggestion that passage of the [transgender bathroom] 
bill will bring ‘an unwanted male presence’ into women’s rooms 
is erroneous. Transgender men are men, and transgender women 
are women.” What the senator means by this is that men like Bruce 
Jenner, who change their name but NOT their male anatomy, ARE 
women. This is not only obviously false, but a very troubling 
delusion from someone of such power and influence in our 
government.165
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It is easy to see how this could be abused and lead to violations of 
the privacy of women and children in particular. Parents, educators, 
mental health professionals, and faith leaders all publicly opposed 
the 2011 Bathroom Bill. 
Their concerns were 
not ungrounded. For 
example, a Boston man 
who identified as a 
woman, had recently been 
arrested for refusing to 
leave the bathroom in the 
Woods Mullen Women’s 
Shelter. However, he 
was eventually awarded 
$20,000 of taxpayer 
money after he sued the city under a local ordinance that made this 
bathroom policy the law in Boston.166

Although it appeared at the time that the Bathroom Bill would 
not be able to gather enough votes to pass, on November 15, the 
second to last day of the 2011 legislative session, the MA House 
of Representatives approved a modified version of the bill. The 
political concession made by proponents of the bill was to remove 
the “public accommodations” language from the legislation. This 
meant bathrooms and locker rooms would not be affected.
 
According to State House News Service, with time running out and 
a full schedule of bills to approve, House leaders used “an unusual 
maneuver…to limit debate on the bill to one hour.”167 Forty minutes 
of that hour were taken up by two supporters of the bill, Rep. 
Eugene O’Flaherty and Rep. Carl Sciortino, leaving opponents little 
time to speak or move any of the more than 40 amendments filed to 
study various effects of the bill.

Transgender “woman” arrested in Boston shelter,  Boston Globe
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In the end, keeping the public accommodations language out of 
the 2011 bill was a victory for the safety, privacy, and modesty 
of women and children who expect to be secure in public 
bathrooms. What was passed added gender identity to the 
state nondiscrimination laws in the areas of housing, finance, 
employment and education.

Transgenderism in MA schools

It did not take long for the state education 
bureaucracy to attempt to expand the 
new law to cover bathrooms in public 
schools. In February of 2013, Massachusetts 
Commissioner of Education Mitchell Chester168 
informed grade K-12 school principals that 
they must allow boys and girls of any age who 
self-identify as transgender to use the public 
school bathroom and locker room of their 
choosing, making it the first time in state history that boys would 
be allowed in girls bathrooms (and vice versa) at the student’s will.

The guidance document in question was the Commissioner’s 
interpretation of the Transgender Rights Bill that was signed in 
2011 and that went into effect in June of 2012. This policy document 
was dubbed the “Stealth Bathroom Bill,” because Chester used 
a bureaucratic fiat to force gender-neutral bathrooms on school 
children, something the legislators would not even impose on 
adults. 

Mitchell Chester, WBUR
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The eleven-page, single-spaced policy document, quietly 
implemented at the start of a three-day weekend and school 
vacation week, laid out a laundry list of far-reaching new rules 
related to “gender identity” in public schools:169

• Boys who “identify” themselves as girls could now use the girls’ 
“restroom, locker room, and changing facility,” and vice versa.  
 

• Principals were told to make it clear that students can use 
whatever restroom “corresponds to the student’s gender 
identity.”   

• According to the document, “discomfort [of the rest of the 
student body or from parents] is not a reason to deny access to 
the transgender student.” 

• School personnel are discouraged from informing parents of 
their child’s gender identity decisions, and students can even 
decide to be one gender at home and another gender at school. 

The new policy also impacted locker rooms and interscholastic 
athletics. All school teams would now essentially become coed, 
as students could play on whichever team they felt matched their 
gender identity. The policy even cited an example of a male student 
participating, as a girl, on an all-girls’ cheer-leading squad.

Fortunately, outraged parents confronted the Commissioner and he 
was forced to admit that his new policy was “not a mandate” and 
only his “guidance” for public schools. Local school committees 
still have the right to determine for themselves how to address 
concerns raised by students with gender identity issues.  
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Current legislation in MA

The 2016 “Bathroom Law”
“an act relative to gender identity and 
nondiscrimination” 

In 2016, as they promised to do immediately after passage of the 
2011 bill, transgender activists began pushing specifically to get the 
law changed to include public accommodations, i.e. bathrooms, 
locker rooms, fitness centers, 
homeless shelters, etc. This 
represented a dramatic 
assault on the rights to 
privacy, safety, and modesty 
of all Commonwealth 
citizens, particularly women and children. 

Nevertheless, this legislation was passed by the MA legislature and 
signed into law on July 8th, 2016. Some legislators attempted to add 
amendments which would exempt religious institutions or prevent 
registered sex offenders from exploiting the new law, but these 
were summarily voted down by a majority who saw this as the next 
civil rights issue.

What the Bathroom Law is really about

Advocates of the Bathroom Law claimed that it was necessary 
to prevent discrimination, but that was the purpose of the 
Transgender Rights law passed in 2011. The 2016 bill was primarily 
about getting access to the “lawfully sex-segregated facilities” that 
legislators, for good reason, refused to include in the prior bill.
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One of the most persistent arguments in favor of the Bathroom 
Law has been that it is necessary to protect those struggling with 
gender identity issues from discrimination in places of public 
accommodation, specifically hospitals. 

A bill before the Legislature would amend the law to protect 
transgender and gender nonconforming people from discrimination 
in public spaces, such as hospitals, coffee shops, and retail stores.170

Obviously, no one wants people to be refused proper medical 
treatment from hospitals in Massachusetts. So, it is important to 
take a look at what this argument actually entails. Fortunately, 
we already have in our Commonwealth, a very well-documented 
case adjudicated by the Massachusetts Commission Against 
Discrimination (MCAD). 

As a January 2014 New York 
Times article reported:

Andy Inkster, a transgender 
man [a woman who identifies 
as a male], had always wanted 
biological children. So when 
he embarked on the transition 
from female to male at age 18 
— changing his name, taking 
testosterone and eventually 
undergoing surgery to remove his breasts — he left his female 
reproductive organs intact.

Andy Inkster, Milkshare Forum
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In his mid-20s, he decided it was time. He stopped taking 
testosterone and started trying to get pregnant. Eventually, 
in 2009, after beginning graduate school at the University of 
Massachusetts at Amherst, he sought fertility treatment at 
Baystate Reproductive Medicine. Baystate was one of the few 
clinics in the country with an anti-discrimination policy for gender 
identity. And yet, it refused to treat him, arguing that it didn’t 
have enough expertise to treat transgender patients.171

After finding another hospital that would artificially inseminate 
her, Inkster gave birth to a baby girl. However, she believed that 
Baystate’s conduct had subjected her to unlawful discrimination. 
She therefore brought a claim before MCAD,172 which found 
probable cause to believe that “he” was discriminated against 
solely on the basis of gender. As a result, Baystate resolved the 
claim with a monetary settlement. 

In light of this case, the following observations in relation to the 
Bathroom Bill are worth noting:

1. MCAD was already able to successfully address claims of 
discrimination against transgendered individuals in public 
accommodations, including hospitals. 

2. Baystate was found by MCAD to have “discriminated,” 
because it did not believe it had the expertise necessary to 
artificially inseminate a transgendered man who: 

a.  is biologically female; 

b.  had both breasts removed in an elective procedure known 
as “top surgery;” 

c.  had already undergone years of hormone treatments 
through testosterone injections. 
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Therefore, it is helpful to consider the following questions when 
addressing claims that the 2016 Bathroom Law was necessary to 
keep “gender non-conforming” persons from getting “kicked out” 
of hospitals, restaurants, etc.:

1. Exactly what type of “discrimination” in public 
accommodations, such as hospitals, is not already covered by 
MA law and MCAD policy?  

2. If Baystate Reproductive Medicine can be forced against its 
own medical judgment to engage in artificial insemination of 
a woman who has attempted to transform her body to that of 
a man through hormone injections and surgery, what acts of 
“discrimination” could still possibly be beyond the purview 
of MCAD?  

3. With the passage of the 2016 Bathroom Law, what further 
“legal protections” were added to MA law that will 
restrict the rights of other MA citizens and expose public 
accommodations to costly and bewildering discrimination 
claims, as was the case with Baystate?

The example of Andy Inkster and Baystate serves to demonstrate 
that existing law already provided protection against 
discrimination involving transgenderism and gender identity in 
public accommodations. 
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Criminalizing dissent

Not only was the 2016 Bathroom Law unnecessary for addressing 
gender identity discrimination claims, it threatened to penalize 
hospitals, restaurants, fitness centers, shelters, and other facilities 
providing accommodation to the public with a vague legal 
standard that creates serious privacy concerns. The bill even 
imposed criminal liability on churches and parents who attempt to 
prevent cross-gender bathroom and locker-room use.  

The question of whether or not the new bathroom law can be applied to 
churches as public accommodations is a complicated one. It is addressed at 
length in the next chapter (on religious liberty). 

The section of law that the Bathroom Law amended, Chapter 272 
Section 92A, states in relevant part: “No owner, lessee, proprietor, 
manager, superintendent, agent or employee of any place of public 
accommodation… shall… display… any… written or painted 
or printed notice or sign, of any kind or description, intended to 
discriminate against or actually discriminating against persons of 
any… gender identity (the bill added the term “gender identity”).173 

PUBLIC ACCOMMODATIONS INCLUDE:

Locker Rooms

Bathrooms Shelters

Fitness Centers

Dressing RoomsChurches

Nursing Homes
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With the passage of this law, having a sign next to a women’s 
bathroom that says “Biological Women Only” can now be viewed, 
under the law, the same as a sign that says, “Whites Only.” This 
would be a violation of the MA nondiscrimination laws for 
public accommodations. The penalty for such violation includes 
punishment, “by a fine of not more than one hundred dollars, or by 
imprisonment for not more than thirty days, or both.”174

In addition, the Bathroom Law also added the term “gender 
identity” to Section 98 of Chapter 272, which now reads in relevant 
part: “Whoever makes any distinction, discrimination or restriction 
on account of race, color, religious creed, national origin, sex, [or] 
gender identity, …relative to the admission of any person to, or 
his treatment in any place of public accommodation… shall be 
punished by a fine of not more than twenty-five hundred dollars or 
by imprisonment for not more than one year, or both, and shall be 
liable to any person aggrieved thereby for such damages…”175

This means that a father who attempts to prevent a man from 
entering the bathroom or locker room being used by that father’s 
young daughter, can be jailed for up to a year and face punitive 
damages if that man claims to identify as a woman.

We hope that someone getting arrested for refusing a biological 
man who believes himself to be a woman from entering the 
women’s bathroom, or even posting a sign to that effect, is not 
likely, even in MA. However, given the current political and 
cultural climate on this issue, it is worth noting that the legal basis 
for doing so is now present, should things come to a head in some 
church or other public accommodation.  
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Repealing the Bathroom Law
not giving up the fight for privacy and safety

MFI has been pushing back against this radical agenda for years, 
and this is part of why, when the bathroom bill was signed into law, 
we didn’t give up. On July 18th, 2016, only ten days after the law 
was passed, 21 dedicated and 
courageous citizens of the 
Commonwealth filed a repeal 
initiative with the Secretary 
of State’s office and the Ballot 
Question Committee, Keep 
MA Safe, was formed. 

The petition was approved 
by the Attorney General on 
August 23, which left 45 days 
to collect the 32,375 certified 
signatures needed to put 
the repeal of the Bathroom 
Law on the November, 2018 
statewide ballot. 

Where have all the 
churches gone?

Although Keep MA Safe was able to collect 
more than 50,000 raw signatures, a decade 
earlier, pro-family activists gathered over 

170,000 for the marriage amendment fight.  
Why such a disparity? One reason is that 
in 2006, there were 1,200 churches willing 
to help.  In the summer of 2016, less than 

300 participated. This difference was made 
more acute as the hostility and resistance 

that many volunteers faced in public places 
made them more dependent than ever on 

the “safe spaces” of parish halls and church 
fellowship rooms to gather signatures 

from like-minded believers. Would you 
encourage your church to help on family 

values issues in the future?
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Through a Herculean effort by thousands of volunteers and 
hundreds of churches across the Commonwealth, Keep MA 
Safe collected over 50,000 raw signatures, 34,231 of which were 
certified by the Secretary of State to officially place the repeal on 
the November 2018 ballot. This will the first repeal effort to be 
presented to MA voters in 20 years and a challenge to the narrative 
of inevitability for the LGBT agenda. 

A large part of the Keep MA Safe campaign is educating voters, 
especially parents, about the new law’s existence and consequences.  
The campaign will spend 2017-2018 continuing to raise awareness 
about the dangers of this law and making sure voters are fully 
educated on what is at stake in advance of the Nov 2018 statewide 
vote on repealing it. Along with Keep MA Safe, MFI remains 
committed to defending the fundamental rights to privacy and 
safety, particularly for women and children, in our Commonwealth.



160

What can we do now?

1. Pray. 
Keep in mind especially the children whose bodies are 
being ravaged by hormone treatments and experimental 
surgeries at an increasingly young age in furtherance of the 
transgender ideology. 

2. Find out what your local school district’s 
policy is on bathroom usage. 
Make sure they know that the radical policy from the MA 
Board of Education is not mandated but rather suggested 
guidelines. If you discover that boys are using the girls’ 
room or vice versa in your local school, please let MFI 
know. 

3. Join Keep MA Safe. 
After Keep MA Safe’s signature drive in Fall 2016, we need 
volunteers to help educate MA citizens on this issue. Here is 
what you can do:
• Host a “sign depot” location where we can refer 

volunteers to pick up/drop off Keep MA Safe signs and 
resrouces.

• Be a “stand-out sign holder” on busy intersections, at 
parades, local events, fairs and festivals. 

• Spread Keep MA Safe’s message by joining their  
Social Media Team.

• Help Keep MA Safe gain necessary support and plan 
events by joining their Fundraising Team.

 
If you are able to help in one or more of these areas and 
would like more information, please contact Keep MA Safe 
(info@keepmasafe.org), and they will provide you with the 
necessary resources.
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Group Discussion Questions
1. What is the cultural appeal of a gender “spectrum”?  

2. What is the root issue of transgenderism demonstrating about 
our broken human condition? 

3. Consider the Genderbread Person infographic on page 137.  
How would you respond from a Biblical perspective to your 
child if you found they were being taught in this way? Or to a 
teacher or school administrator using this image? 

4. What is a physically inter-sexed person? Why is this sad 
anatomical abnormality a result of the fall not a reason to create 
a spectral understanding of gender? 

5. How are doctors, scientists, politicians, and educators 
collaborating with a transsexual mental disorder rather than 
treating it? Why are they doing this? 

6. What is the distinction between the terms “disorder” verses 
“dysphoria?” Why is this important? 
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Group Discussion Questions
7. How are children most at risk by the blurring of God’s design 

for male and female? 

8. What are the consequences of this aggressive transgender policy 
in our state and schools? 

9. Should we be alarmed? How might this compromise the safety 
of our children? 

10. What is your church’s policy, if any, on collecting signatures for 
a petition? Is there a category of issues where doing so is more 
appropriate than with others?  

11. Why is this discussion of the rights of transgender people 
different than the issue of racism? 

12. Would you pray for those in our state and country struggling 
with gender identity? Would you pray that our government 
officials, medical professionals, and school administrators 
would have the courage and wisdom to stand for truth? 

13. Lastly, please read ahead the chapter on Religious Liberty.  
Next week’s class will benefit greatly if participants are well 
prepared.
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